
 

 
DECEMBER 10, 2012 

PRINCIPALS MEETINGS 
 

Buffalo Public Schools Secondary and Elementary Administrators had their monthly 
meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday of this week, respectively.  A major portion of the 
meetings were devoted to using the Instructional Priorities Coaching Tool to create 
action plans for continuous improvement.  Administrators engaged in learning 
opportunities focused on implementing a Data Driven Instructional cycle and supporting 
the health and safety of our school communities.  Chief Academic Officer Anne Botticelli 
and TNTP Director of Academics, Devon Gadow, presented on Instructional Priorities 
using the DDI Cycle.  The importance of tracking walkthrough data to better support 
our teachers was stressed.  The focus of the presentation centered on conducting a 
root cause analysis in order to narrow their focus and target a specific problem 
statement. Administrators were asked to write a SMART goal to address the problem 
statement and then to create a short cycle action plan to meet the goal in 6 to 8 weeks.  
In addition, the Secondary Administrators explored and engaged the Graduation 
Tracker embedded in our continually improving Data Dashboard.  
 

 
 
School leaders also had an opportunity to work with their colleagues to share ideas and 
best practices on this work.  Lynn Benaglio, Director in the Office of Shared Accountability 
provided a robust presentation on iReady (Math Screener K-8) by highlighting reports 
that are available to teachers as they plan for RtI and small group instruction. Ms. 
Benaglio identified what the tools for instruction are in iReady and how the information 
in the reports can be used to support student achievement. The Office of Student Support 
Services’ Dr. Sharon Brown along with Dr. Lauren Nichols from the Erie County 
Department of Health provided an overview on our new in-school testing protocol.  They 
discussed the step-by-step process of the infrastructure of consent and reporting 
requirements of COVID-19 testing and reporting.  School leaders had an opportunity to 
ask questions regarding this important topic.  The meeting concluded with well wishes 
for the holiday season and the importance of self-care and rejuvenating during this 
time.  You will soon get some well-deserved winter break rest, Colleagues, and then we’re 
back at it for the rest of the year! 



 

   
 
MORE MUSIC IN OUR SCHOOLS 
 
With the assistance of the American Rescue Plan (ARP) funding, grades 3 and 4 
students in BPS PK-4 Early Childhood Centers have access to new stringed instruments, 
recorders, and small group instrumental lessons.  Schools #17, #50, #54, #61, #64, 
#65, #82, #99 have or will each receive 30 stringed instruments – 16 violins, 6 violas, 
4 cellos, and 4 basses - bass and cello storage racks, and 50 recorders.  Participants 
receive weekly, small group lessons, in which they learn fundamental string pedagogy 
and performance techniques. Currently, there are a total of 325 students actively 
participating in string lessons.  The addition of stringed instruments has been so well 
received that more than 200 students are on waiting lists while additional instruments 
are being purchased. Research consistently shows that playing a stringed instrument 
promotes significant cognitive, physical, and social benefits, including a greater 
understanding of mathematics. Other significant benefits of playing a stringed 
instrument include having higher college acceptance percentages, strengthening mental 
health and lowering levels of depression and anxiety, and developing strong social 
skills.  That’s music to our ears! 
 

   
 
 
OUR NEW COLLEGE TRANSITION COURSE 
 
A College Transition course is now being offered at many of our District high schools 
including 131, 156, 197, 198, 208, 212, 301, 302, 309, 363, 366, Pathways and Virtual 
Pathways.  Designed to assist students transitioning from high school into college, this 
course was created in partnership with Say Yes and local institutes of Higher Education.  



 
College Transition introduces students to higher education and helps them to establish 
strategies that will guide them on their road to success, while providing them with the 
tools and knowledge to change their habits while acquiring new skills.  The course 
culminates with a research project.  This is yet one more important strategy as we 
ready our scholars for graduation and college.  Below, Leonardo da Vinci #212 students 
and teacher Harvey Ausman. 
 

    
 
BIG SISTER - LITTLE SISTER DIALOGUES 

Big Sister – Little Sister Dialogues celebrated the holiday spirit at their second session 
on December 9, hosted by the Buffalo School of Culinary Arts #355.  The session began 
with a mindfulness moment, led by Associate Superintendent in the Office of Culturally 
& Linguistically Responsive Initiatives, Dr. Fatima Morrell.  Big Sisters and Little Sisters 
were asked to share what brings them joy, with family and loved ones being the most 
common response among many.  Writer’s Workshop followed, in which Little Sisters 
were asked to share their hopes and dreams in regard to a topic they feel passionate 
about.  Some common themes included social justice, community violence, education, 
racial equity, and domestic violence.  To end their momentous day, Big Sisters and 
Little Sisters connected while decorating gingerbread houses and sugar cookies.  In all., 
both Big Sisters and Little Sisters had a truly engaging and powerful experience 
together.  Look for more in 2022, when we share highlights from the January 13th 
session of Big Sister - Little Sister Dialogues!  

   
 
 
 



CLRI BOOK STUDY 

Also on December 9th, the Office of CLRI facilitated the second session of the CLRI 
Book Club, featuring Four Hundred Souls, edited by Ibram X. Kendi and Keisha N. Blain. 
This book covers the 400-year history of African Americans, beginning with their arrival 
in 1619 and leading up to present day issues. Throughout the session, participants were 
deeply engaged in courageous discussions focusing on themes of resistance, struggle, 
and hope. Time was provided in the session for participants to make connections with 
their own lived experiences and current racial issues impacting Americans, specifically 
those of marginalized groups. The Office of CLRI looks forward to the next session, 
which will be held on January 20, 2022!  

 

BUILD CAFETERIA HERO 
 
Alice Williams of Build Community School #92 was selected by BUILD students  
as their favorite School Meals Hero!  The American Dairy Association North East, to help 
show appreciation for school nutrition staff, awarded Alice with a goodie basket filled 
with NFL and Gear Up to Play 60 merchandise.  As we know, our cafeteria workers have 
toiled endlessly to ensure students received meals daily – whether in school or 
not.  Alice was 1 of 13 across our region that has been recognized.  

Here are just a few of the awesome things #92 students said about Alice:  

· “Ms. Alice ALWAYS goes above and beyond. She is caring and kind and makes certain 
that ALL scholars have a full tummy.”  

· “Ms Alice is always supportive. She listens to all concerns. She is kind and helpful. She 
makes my day.”  

· “Best cafeteria worker ever. So helpful and supportive. Always looking out for us and 
going that extra mile.”  

· “Ms. Alice is the best she serves our food and she’s so nice:) she’s the best”  

Of course, they love Ms. Alice – look at her sweet smile! 

 



 
 

 

 
Announcing a Buffalo Academy for 
Visual and Performing Arts high school 
musical: "FOR YOU ~ A Musical Revue". 
 
Future show dates are  
Friday, December 10 at 7:00 PM, and 
Saturday, December 11 at 12:00 Noon. 
 
Poster Design by Senior Visual Art 
Majors. Lily Beyer and Helga Enoc. 
 

The production consists of over 
eighty high school singers, dancers, 
actors, and musicians.  "For You" is 
comprised of a selection of beloved 
songs from modern musicals, coupled 
with an original story and new music 
written for the show.  
 

ECMC HEALTH CARE CENTER SCHOOL #84 

Each year, the students at School 84 have a school wide celebration called Trim-A-Tree. 
They each make a homemade ornament and hang it upon the school tree and celebrate 
with music, Santa, and special treats to eat. With the challenges of social distancing, we 
knew we would have to think outside the box.  Although Santa was not able to visit this 
year, each classroom arrived at the tree at a designated time to decorate and have 
their picture taken.  All students participated in hanging their homemade ornaments 
while listening to festive holiday music.  All the classrooms throughout the school were 
able to see and take pride in their fellow schoolmates’ ornaments too!  Beautiful tree, 
beautiful children! 



 

COMMUNITY SCHOOL SATURDAY ACADEMIES 

 

 
 

International Preparatory School will host a second-vaccine clinic for students at their 
Saturday Academy tomorrow.  Stop by any of our Saturday Academies for holiday-
themed fun and learning!  I will be Peter Hunt’s guest on his R-House Radio Show, 
tomorrow at 9:00AM on WBEN Radio.   
 
Enjoy your weekend! 
 

 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent  

https://www.audacy.com/wben/topic/peter-hunt

